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Journal Entry
[bookmark: _GoBack]This week’s readings have offered vital information about the budgeting process. The knowledge acquired provided insights into how the government gets money and how that money is spent. Ordinarily, the federal government spending is mainly subdivided to three groups, which include; mandatory sending, discretionary spending, and the interest on the debt. It was learned that both mandatory and discretionary spending consumes about 90 percent of the entire deferral spending (National Priorities Project, 2019). Additionally, the different ways through which the government obtains money were also examined. These may include taxes and borrowing (USAGov, 2019). On the other side, the government spends the collected money in funding programs that are mainly essential in improving the lives of the citizens. 
It was also learned that national defense consumes the largest portion of the discretionary spending (Amadeo, 2019). This is mainly because national defense is regarded as an essential sector in the development of the country and the government is committed to ensuring that the security infrastructure is up-to-date. There has however been debate regarding the reduction of the defense spending to matching those of other European countries that spend far much less than what the United States spends. This may be a good move since other essential sectors, such as education should receive a high portion of the budget. 
The new proposed budget of about $4.736 trillion indicates that the economy of the United States has significantly grown in the recent past. The budget increase means that more money is spent on the programs and activities that are aimed at improving the welfare of the Americans, such as improving infrastructure, supporting healthcare, and funding educational programs. Most importantly, these programs help in improving the quality of life of most Americans from poor families. Additionally, it was learned that the budgeting process might be compromised by the national or state politics where individuals make proposals that are aimed at funding particular programs for their political gain.
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